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In some example implementations, there is provided an
apparatus. The apparatus may include a plurality of prism
portions configured to shift light passing through the appa-
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VISION MODIFICATION BASED ON A
MULTIPLEXING PRISM

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The application is a national stage application, filed under
35 U.S.C. § 371, of International Application No. PCT/
US2014/017351, filed Feb. 20, 2014, which claims priority
under 35 U.S.C. § 119 to U.S. Patent Application No.
61/767,028 filed Feb. 20, 2013, the entire contents of each
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH

This invention was made with government support under
EY 12890 and EY 023385 awarded by National Institutes of
Health. The government has certain rights in the invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates generally to optics and vision
modification.

BACKGROUND

A prism is a transparent optical element with flat, polished
surfaces that refract light. At least two of the flat surfaces
must have an angle between them. The intersection of those
surfaces is the prism apex, and the line of intersection is the
apex axis. The prism face opposite the apex is termed the
base. The exact angles between the surfaces can be config-
ured based on the application. The traditional geometrical
shape is that of a triangular prism with a triangular bottom
and rectangular sides, and in colloquial use “prism” usually
refers to this type. Some types of optical prism are not in fact
in the shape of geometric prisms. Prisms can be made from
any material that is transparent to the wavelengths for which
they are designed. Typical materials include glass, plastic,
and fluorite, although other materials are possible. Ray angle
deviation and dispersion through a prism can be determined
by tracing a sample ray through the element and using
Snell’s law at each interface.

A Fresnel prism is composed of prismatic elements
arranged in an array with the base of each element adjacent
to the apex of the next, yielding a device with refraction
properties similar to a conventional prism of the same extent
but significantly thinner and less bulky.

The shifted field of view through a conventional or
Fresnel prism is substituted for the view behind the prism,
resulting in a loss of field behind the prism at the prism apex
equal in extent to the amount of shift provided by the prism
(its angle of refraction). This field loss is referred to as the
prism apical scotoma.

SUMMARY

In some example implementations, there is provided an
apparatus. The apparatus may include a plurality of prism
portions configured to shift light passing through the appa-
ratus including the plurality of prisms portions; and a
plurality of portions configured to pass light unshifted
through the apparatus, wherein the apparatus combines the
shifted light and the unshifted light passing through the
apparatus.

In some variations, one or more of the following features
can optionally be included in any feasible combination. The
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2

apparatus may combine by at least multiplexing the shifted
light and the unshifted light passing through the apparatus.
The plurality of portions may comprise a plurality of sub-
stantially flat portions configured to pass light unshifted
through the apparatus. The apparatus may move a view from
a portion of a visual field to another portion of the visual
field. The apparatus may comprise at least one lens including
the plurality of prism portions and the plurality of portions.
The apparatus may be used to shift a view from a portion of
a field of view lacking vision to another portion having
vision. At least one of the plurality of portions may be flat,
and the at least one of the plurality of portions may have
been provided by flattening a point of the at least one prism
portions. At least one of the plurality of portions may be
positioned between a base of a first one of the plurality of
prism portions and a second apex of the plurality of prism
portions. The plurality of prism portions may comprise
Fresnel prisms.

In some example implementations, there is provided
another apparatus. The apparatus may include at least one
lens including a first prism having a first apex and a first
base, a second prism having a second apex and a second
base, and may include a third prism having a third apex and
a third base, wherein the first apex and the second apex are
oriented in an apex-to-apex configuration, wherein the third
prism is positioned below the first and second prisms,
wherein the third base is oriented in downward direction.

In some variations, one or more of the following features
can optionally be included in any feasible combination. At
least one of the first prism, the second prism, and the third
prism may further comprise a plurality of prism portions
configured to shift light passing through the apparatus
including the plurality of prisms portions, and may include
a plurality of portions configured to pass light unshifted
through the apparatus including the plurality of prisms
portions. The plurality of portions may comprise a plurality
of substantially flat portions configured to pass light
unshifted through the apparatus. The first prism, the second
prism, and the third prism may be positioned on the at least
one lens to combine four visual regions including a first
region around a central portion of a field of view, a second
region below the central region, a third region left of the
central region, and a fourth region right of the central region,
wherein the second region, the third region, and the fourth
region represent shifted views augmenting the field of view
of a wearer of the at least one lens. The lens may be a
spectacle lens. The first region can be a non-prism first
region. The third region may be above and left of the central
region. The fourth region may be above and right of the
central region.

In some example implementations, there is provided yet
another apparatus. The apparatus may include at least one
lens including a first prism having a first apex and a first
base, and may have a second prism, wherein the first base is
oriented away from a nasal region of the at least one lens,
wherein the second prism is positioned below the first prism,
and wherein the second base is oriented in downward
direction.

In some variations, one or more of the following features
can optionally be included in any feasible combination. At
least one of the first and second prisms may further comprise
a plurality of prism portions configured to shift light passing
through the apparatus including the plurality of prisms
portions, and may include a plurality of portions configured
to pass light unshifted through the apparatus including the
plurality of prisms portions. The plurality of portions may
comprise a plurality of substantially flat portions configured
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to pass light unshifted through the apparatus. A central
portion of the first prism may be positioned substantially
centered above a central portion of a pupil of an eye wearing
the at least one lens. The first apex of the first prism may be
positioned substantially centered above a central portion of
a pupil of an eye wearing the at least one lens. The central
portion of a field of view may be unaffected by any of the
first prism, the second prism, or the third prism. The first
apex and the second apex may be oriented in an apex-to-
apex configuration above a line of sight in primary gaze. The
third base may be oriented in downward direction and
positioned below a line of sight in primary gaze. The first
prism may be positioned with the first apex substantially
centered on the lens above a central portion of a pupil of a
wearer’s eye when at primary gaze and the first base may be
positioned away from a nasal region.

In some example implementations, there is provided yet
another apparatus. The apparatus may include at least one
lens including a first prism having a first apex and a first
base, and a second prism having a second apex and a second
base. The first base may be oriented away from a nasal
region of the at least one lens and the second base may be
oriented towards a nasal region of the at least one lens.

In some variations, one or more of the following features
can optionally be included in any feasible combination. At
least one of the first and second prisms may further include
a plurality of prism portions configured to shift light passing
through the apparatus including the plurality of prisms
portions, and a plurality of portions configured to pass light
unshifted through the apparatus including the plurality of
prisms portions. The plurality of portions may include a
plurality of substantially flat portions configured to pass
light unshifted through the apparatus.

In some example implementations, there is provided yet
another apparatus. The apparatus may include at least one
lens including a first prism having a first apex and a first
base. The first prism may further include a plurality of prism
portions configured to shift light passing through the appa-
ratus including the plurality of prisms portions, and a
plurality of portions configured to pass light unshifted
through the apparatus including the plurality of prisms
portions.

In some variations, one or more of the following features
can optionally be included in any feasible combination. The
first base may be oriented away from a region of the at least
one lens. The first prism may be positioned nasally at least
in part over a bridge of a nose and with the first base oriented
in a direction of the nose. The first prism may be positioned
in a peripheral region and the first base may be oriented
away from a nasal region.

The details of one or more variations of the subject matter
described herein are set forth in the accompanying drawings
and the description below. Other features and advantages of
the subject matter described herein will be apparent from the
description and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, show certain
aspects of the subject matter disclosed herein and, together
with the description, help explain some of the principles
associated with the disclosed implementations. In the draw-
ings,

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a multiplexing prism,
according to some implementations of the current subject
matter;
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FIG. 2 is a photograph of a polar grid taken by a camera
that has a multiplexing prism in front of part of its field of
view and illustrates the multiplexed view generated by a
multiplexing prism, according to some implementations of
the current subject matter;

FIG. 3 illustrates composite Goldmann perimetry plots of
the field of view of a right eye of a person with no functional
vision in the left eye illustrating expansion to the left by the
multiplexing prism and no field lost to an apical scotoma,
according to some implementations of the current subject
matter;

FIG. 4 illustrates another example of a multiplexing
prism, according to some implementations of the current
subject matter, in which non-shifting portions have been
provided by flattening the peaks of the prismatic portions
rather than the inter-prism portions of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 depicts an example of spectacles configured with
prisms, in which the small triangles indicate the orientation
of the prism bases, according to some implementations of
the current subject matter;

FIG. 6A depicts a simulated plot of a field of view
expansion provided by spectacles with traditional prisms
positioned as illustrated in FIG. 5, according to some
implementations of the current subject matter;

FIG. 6B depicts simulated plot of the field of view
expansion provided by the spectacles of FIG. 5 for a person
with concentric visual field loss and a residual field diameter
of 12 degrees in each eye, if the prisms are 20 prism diopter
multiplexing prisms, according to some implementations of
the current subject matter;

FIG. 7A depicts spectacles with a 40A conventional
press-on Fresnel prism mounted over the bridge for acute
monocular vision (AMV) with only OD functioning;

FIG. 7B depicts a field of view modified with a conven-
tional Fresnel prism, illustrating the substitution of field on
left for field then missing at the prism apex;

FIG. 7C depicts a field of view modified with a multi-
plexing prism in which the field at the prism apex is not lost;

FIG. 8A depicts a conventional Fresnel prism mounted
base out on a lateral wing of a spectacle frame, according to
some implementations of the current subject matter;

FIG. 8B depicts a field of view recorded using the
spectacles illustrated in FIG. 8A, according to some imple-
mentations of the current subject matter;

FIG. 8C depicts a segment of multiplexing prism mounted
to the lateral wing of a spectacle frame, according to some
implementations of the current subject matter;

FIG. 8D depicts a field of view recorded using the
spectacles of FIG. 8C, according to some implementations
of the current subject matter;

FIG. 9 depicts an example implementation of Quadrafield
prism glasses, according to some implementations of the
current subject matter;

FIG. 10A depicts an example plot of a patient’s con-
stricted field of vision with concentric visual field loss due
to Retinitis Pigmentosa;

FIG. 10B depicts the field of vision of FIG. 10A expanded
by Quadrafield prism glasses, according to some implemen-
tations of the current subject matter;

FIGS. 11A-C depict pictures including simulated views
provided by Quadrafield prism glasses, according to some
implementations of the current subject matter;

FIG. 12 depicts another example configuration of Quadra-
field prism glasses, according to some implementations of
the current subject matter; and

FIG. 13 depicts an example of a conventional Fresnel
prism.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Prisms, such as Fresnel prisms and the like, can be used
in connection with a variety of low vision conditions includ-
ing loss of central field, hemianopia, peripheral field loss,
monocular vision, and the like. In these low vision condi-
tions, a portion of a patient’s visual field is lost or impaired.
To address some of this loss or impairment, conventional
prisms, such as a Fresnel prism and the like, can be used to
shift a view or image from the lost or impaired portion of the
visual field to a portion of the visual field that can still see.
Although conventional prisms can shift views, this shifting
comes at the cost of a blocked view behind the conventional
prism. This blocked view is referred to as an apical scotoma.
The apical scotoma is a blind spot formed by the conven-
tional prism itself and the extent of the apical scotoma is
related to the amount of visual field extension provided by
the conventional prism’s shifting. Specifically, the corre-
sponding region behind the conventional prism that is
blocked due to the apical scotoma is about equal in extent to
the conventional prism’s power measured in terms of, for
example, prism diopter (PD and/or A). An accurate relation-
ship between apical scotoma and prism power is described
in Jung, (J.-H., & Peli, E. (2014). Impact of high power and
angle of incidence on prism corrections for visual field loss.
Optical Engineering, 53(6), Article 061707, 061707).

FIG. 13 depicts an example of a conventional Fresnel
prism 1300, and FIG. 7B depicts a plot of a Goldmann
perimetry representative of a patient’s field of view with and
without prisms. The patient’s field of view without prisms is
the area inside the dashed line 710. The white area 720 is the
field of view that is modified with a prism to shift a view or
image from the lost or impaired portion of the visual field to
a portion of the visual field that can still see. The vision
expansion area is the white area outside the dashed line 710.
But this shifting by the conventional prism comes at the cost
of an apical scotoma 730. The physiological blind spot at the
optic nerve head can be seen at 740. The lack of exact
correspondence between the dashed outline and the non-
expanded portion of the view with the prism is measurement
error common to this type of measurement.

In some example embodiments, the subject matter dis-
closed herein relates to a multiplexing prism. The multi-
plexing prism comprises one or more prismatic elements,
such as an array of prisms, and one or more non-prismatic
portions. Specifically, the multiplexing prism’s array of
prisms shifts (for example, bends) light like a conventional
prism, but the multiplexing prism further includes one or
more transparent non-prismatic portions that do not shift
light—allowing the unshifted light or view to be inter-
spersed (e.g., combined or multiplexed) with the shifted
light or view. With close spacing of the elements, this view
can be perceived as an overlaying of the shifted and
unshifted views. In some example embodiments, this trans-
mission of light through the multiplexing portion(s) can
reduce, and may effectively eliminate, the apical scotoma
that would be formed but for the presence of the non-shifting
portions of the multiplexing prism.

FIG. 1 depicts an example of a multiplexing prism 100, in
accordance with some example embodiments. The multi-
plexing prism 100 includes an array of prisms 110A-E and
non-shifting portions 112A-E. The array of prisms 110A-E
shifts, in accordance with Snell’s law, light 114A-E (which
may represent a view or image being shifted), while the
non-shifting portions 112A-E are substantially flat and do
not substantially shift light 116A-E (which also represents a
view or image). “Substantially flat” in this context refers to
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a portion of the prisms being sufficiently flat to not induce
a significant and/or noticeable amount of shifting of the light
incident on the flat portion of the filter (or that is substan-
tially smaller than the shift induced by the shifting prism
elements). The multiplexing prism 100 may thus simulta-
neously multiplex shifted and unshifted views, and in some
example embodiments, reduce or may eliminate the apical
scotoma, which are present in conventional prisms, such as
a Fresnel prism.

In some example embodiments, the spacing of the sub-
stantially flat, multiplexing portions 112A-E can be varied.
For example, reducing the relative area of the non-shifting
portions 112A-E would increase the brightness of the image
shifted by the array of prisms 110A-E and would also result
in a relatively dimmer image of the unshifted view, while
increasing the area of the non-shifting portions 112A-E
would decrease the brightness of the image shifted by the
corresponding array of prisms 110A-E and would also result
in a brighter (for example, greater contrast) image of the
unshifted view.

The plurality of prism portions 110A-E (also referred to as
prismatic elements) may be oriented with their apex axes
parallel and their base-apex vector oriented in essentially the
same direction. The multiplexing prism 100 may include a
multiplexing prism apex at an apex of the prismatic element
in the base-apex direction. The multiplexing prism 100 may
include a multiplexing prism base opposite the apex. An
orientation of a multiplexing prism axis may be defined
independently of a shape of the multiplexing prism. A prism
may include conventional, Fresnel, and multiplexing prisms.

In some example implementations, the multiplexing
prism 100 may include a plurality of prism portions 110A-E
configured to shift light passing through the multiplexing
prism 100 at a first angle; and a plurality of portions 112A-E
configured to pass light shifted through the apparatus at a
second angle.

In some example embodiments, the base of each of the
prisms 110A-E may be perpendicular 192 to the flat surface
of the non-shifting portions 112A-E. However, in some
example embodiments, the base of each of the prisms
110A-E may be oblique relative to the flat surface of the flat,
non-shifting portions 112A-E. Moreover, the apex (for
example, the point) of each of the prisms 110A-E may be
angled toward a point, such as a patient’s eye. As noted, this
view shifting can be used with a variety of conditions to
expand or enhance the field of view of patients with visual
field loss due to conditions, such as hemianopia, loss of
vision in one eye, retinitis pigmentosa, and the like. In
addition, the multiplexing prism 100 may be used in spec-
tacles designed to expand the visual field of patients without
introducing a corresponding apical scotoma. Moreover, the
multiplexing prisms disclosed herein may be used in other
applications as well to provide increased peripheral aware-
ness, as for cyclists, soldiers, athletes, and others seeking an
expanded field of view.

FIG. 2 depicts a photo of a perimetry grid taken with a 40
PD multiplexing prism, such as multiplexing prism 100,
placed partially in front of a camera lens. When the spacing
of the prismatic segments, such as prism array segments
110A-E, is sufficiently fine so that individual segments are
not resolved when near the eye or camera lens, a multiplexed
view results including a shifted view 220 and a straight-
through view 210 as shown in FIG. 2. The unshifted, direct
view 210 passes through flat segments 112A-E and the
shifted view 220 deflected through prism portions 110A-E,
but there is no area of the views lost/blocked due to an apical
scotoma. In some example embodiments, oblique (for



US 10,031,346 B2

7

example, slanted) prisms may be used to combine the lateral
and vertical shifts. And, as noted, the relative widths of the
flat and prismatic segments can be varied to vary the contrast
of the two views 210 and 220.

FIG. 3 depicts a plot of a Goldmann perimetry represen-
tative of a monocular patient’s field of view. The area inside
the dashed line 330 is the patient’s field of view without a
prism. The portion of the field of view that can be seen or
perceived by the patient with a multiplexing prism according
to an example embodiment is unshaded 310, and portion 320
lying outside dashed line 330 in the direction of the prism
base represents a portion of the field of view expanded using
the multiplexing prism. As can be seen at FIG. 3, there is as
expected a physiological blind spot 325 as in the case of
FIG. 7B at 740, but there is no apical scotoma present within
the field of view.

FIG. 4 depicts another example of a multiplexing prism
400, in accordance with some example embodiments. The
multiplexing prism 400 is similar to prism 100 in some
respects but the placement of the flat, non-shifting portions
differs. Specifically, prism 400 includes an array of prisms
410A-E and flat portions 412A-E, but the flat, non-shifting
portions 412A-E are positioned at the points of the prisms to
allow light to pass through unshifted. In the example of FIG.
4, the array of prisms 410A-E shift light (which may
represents a view or image being shifted), while portions
412A-E do not shift light 116A-E (which also represents a
view or image). Like multiplexing prism 100, multiplexing
prism 400 simultaneous multiplexes shifted and unshifted
views through the device 400 and reduces or eliminates the
apical scotoma. In some example embodiments, a multiplex
prism may include non-shifting portions at both the points
and bottom of the prismatic elements. Other variations are
possible.

FIG. 5 depicts an example implementation of spectacles
500 including prisms 510, 520, 512, and 522. In the example
of FIG. 5, the prisms are configured for concentric periph-
eral field of vision loss, as due to retinitis pigmentosa,
although the prisms may be configured to address other
visual conditions as well. Specifically, FIG. 6B depicts a
simulated dichoptic perimetry diagram using multiplexing
prisms showing high-power, lower prisms 510 and 512 to
provide a lower visual field expansion island. The high
power lower prisms 510 and 512 may have prism powers of
57A, 74A, and the like, although other prism powers may be
implemented as well. The upper prisms 520 and 522 may be
implemented as oblique prisms (as depicted in FIG. 6B)
configured with bases-out to position the source of the
expanded view lateral to the residual view but shifted down
towards the center. The triangles 530A-D above and below
the multiplexing prism 510, 512, 520, and 522 illustrate base
orientations of the prism portions (for example, bases ori-
ented down 530C-D for prism portions at 510 and 512 and
bases oriented out 530A-B for prism portions at 520 and
522).

Although FIG. 5 depicts a specific configuration of prism
510, 512, 520, and 522, other configurations and/or quanti-
ties of prisms may be used as well. For example, the prism
may be a multiplexing prism.

FIG. 6A depicts a simulated plot of a field of view
expansion provided by spectacles with prisms positioned as
illustrated in FIG. 5, in which the prisms are conventional
Fresnel prisms. White region 660 can be seen by both eyes
and the regions seen by only the left eye (OS), hatching 610,
and only by the right eye (OD), hatching 620. The dashed
outlines (630) identify the location of the upper oblique
prisms, which have their bases tilted slightly toward the
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horizontal meridian. Solid black outline 640 indicates the
location of the lower base-down prism. An apical scotoma
650 is created by the upper oblique prisms 630. The white
area 670 represents the shifted view seen by both eyes
through the lower prisms 510 and 512.

FIG. 6B depicts a plot of a dichoptic simulated visual field
for the configuration of FIG. 5, showing the separate con-
tributions of each eye to the binocular field with multiplex-
ing prisms. Specifically, the plot illustrates the difference
between the white region 660 seen by both eyes and the
regions seen by only the left eye (OS), hatching 610, and
only by the right eye (OD), hatching 620. The dashed
outlines (630) identify the location of the upper oblique
prisms, which have their bases tilted slightly toward the
horizontal meridian. Solid black outline 640 indicates the
location of the lower base-down prism. A clear central field
660 (for example, the unshaded central portion) is shown
along with the expanded field of view regions 610 and 620
provided by the shifting and multiplexing of the multiplex-
ing prisms of FIG. 5. Because multiplexing prisms are used,
an apical scotoma (for example, as illustrated at 650 in FIG.
6A) is not present at FIG. 6B. The white area 670 represents
the shifted view seen by both eyes through the lower prisms
510 and 512.

FIG. 7A depicts spectacles with a 40A conventional
press-on Fresnel prism mounted over the bridge for a patient
with monocular vision with only right eye functioning.
Edges of the prism are highlighted for illustrative purposes.
The size of the prism can vary, for example, the left extent
of the prism shown in FIG. 7A can be shorter or longer than
shown. FIG. 7B depicts a field of view modified with a
conventional Fresnel prism configured as in FIG. 7A, illus-
trating the substitution of field at the left for field then
missing at the prism apex. Field expansion (e.g., white area
outside dashed line 710) and the apical scotoma of 20° at
730 are evident. The unaided field is shown in the dashed
line 710. FIG. 7C depicts a field of view modified with a
multiplexing prism in which the field at the prism apex is not
lost. Field expansion without apical scotoma is achieved
with a multiplexing prism of 40A configured as in FIG. 7A.
A lower contrast due to an effect of the multiplexing prism
may occur in the crosshatched area.

FIG. 8A depicts a conventional Fresnel prism 810
mounted base out on a lateral wing of a spectacle frame to
expand the field view of the wearer of the spectacles,
according to some implementations of the current subject
matter. The conventional Fresnel prism 810 has a 40A
power. FIG. 8B depicts a field of view recorded using the
spectacles illustrated in FIG. 8A. An expansion of about 10°
is shown with a corresponding apical scotoma of about 15°.
FIG. 8C depicts a segment of multiplexing prism 820
mounted to the lateral wing of a spectacle frame. FIG. 8D
depicts a field of view recorded using the spectacles of FIG.
8C. The field recorded and illustrated in FIG. 8D with the
multiplexing prism shows a shorter expanded area (due to
the shorter prism used) and no detected apical scotoma. The
field was measured using dark targets on a bright back-
ground in a perimeter to avoid false detections of spurious
reflections and scattering of light. The subject was facing
approximately 90° away from the center of the perimeter
screen. The deviations from the expected 20° expansion and
scotoma sizes can be attributed to the measurement method
and also by prism distortion at wide angles. In the example
of FIGS. 8C and 8D, the multiplexing prism 820 expands the
normal field of view and, in particular, the peripheral vision
of the wearer, without the blockage/loss caused by the
conventional prism’s apical scotoma. A cyclist, soldier, or
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other user seeking expanded field of view may wear spec-
tacles and multiplexing prism 820 for enhanced peripheral
vision. Although not shown, another multiplexing prism
may be similarly positioned on the other lens of spectacles
as well. Moreover, the multiplexing prism 820 may be
placed in other locations relative to the spectacles as well.

In some example embodiments, narrow horizontal strips
of vertical Fresnel prism (which shift light or views) can
alternate with narrow clear, flat horizontal segments (which
do not shift light or views). With finer segments and gaps,
the segments become visually unresolved, and the percep-
tion is that of superimposed shifted and unshifted views. At
intermediate spacing, the views/images do not fuse, but each
segment provides sufficient optical quality. Fairly large gaps
may be useful if the objects that are to be detected are
generally large enough to span several segments. In this
larger-gap design, the prisms may have better contrast but at
the cost of lower resolution, so large objects may be detected
at lower contrast (which may suitable in some applications,
such as bicyclists, military, and the like).

The following provides example implementations of
Quadrafield prism glasses configured with multiplexing
prisms disclosed herein, although the Quadrafield prism
glasses may be used with other types of prisms as well. The
Quadrafield prism glasses disclosed herein may be config-
ured to assist patients having certain conditions causing a
loss in some of the field of view. For example, the Quadra-
field prism glasses may be used to expands the visual field
of low vision patients suffering from concentric peripheral
field loss, such as that caused by glaucoma, retinitis pig-
mentosa, and/or choroideremia. Specifically, the Quadra-
field prism glasses may expand the field of view of the
patient at almost all positions of lateral gaze, without
impacting clear binocular central vision, thus serving as a
mobility aid.

Generally, the visual field areas that have a greater impact
on mobility performance are the lateral and lower peripheral
regions, so shifting these areas into a portion of the patient’s
eye where there is vision serves as a mobility aid. The
shifting of the lateral field can be used to detect and avoid
objects located in the lateral periphery, such as other pedes-
trians, moving obstacles, and oncoming hazards. The shift-
ing of the lower visual field can be used to allow the patient
to detect and avoid floor-level usually stationary obstacles.
The Quadrafield glasses disclosed herein may provide visual
field expansion in the lateral and lower peripheral regions.

In some example embodiments, the Quadrafield glasses
disclosed herein may implement spatial multiplexing by
shifting and/or superimposition, whereby small unseen view
areas (also referred to herein as islands) of the field of view
are shifted toward the patient’s seeing field. For example, a
patient may have, in a primary gaze position, four simulta-
neous visual field regions (hence the term Quadrafield
lenses): a natural unaffected central field, two lateral islands
(right and left) appearing in the uppermost remaining visual
field, and an inferior island covering the floor in front of the
user and appearing in their lower residual field. These four
regions are further described below with respect to FIG.
10B. Perimetry data may be used to show the expected
lateral and inferior extensions depicted at FIG. 10B. In
addition, preliminary subjective evaluation of obstacle
detection by a patient with severe peripheral field loss may
suggest that the Quadrafield prisms may be usable by a
patient.

The Quadrafield prism glasses/lenses disclosed herein
may be used in some implementations to help with at least
two mobility problems encountered by people with moder-
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ately reduced peripheral visual fields. Specifically, the
Quadrafield prism glasses/lenses may help with detecting
moving obstacles (for example, laterally moving obstacles
including other pedestrians, cyclists, and the like) and
detecting inferior obstacles (for example, static objects on
the floor/ground including curbs, steps, and the like). These
obstacles are further described below with respect to FIG.
11. The Quadrafield glasses may be used in environments
with these obstacles and other obstacles found in environ-
ments, such as outdoor environments with uneven and
variable walking surfaces, crowded and cluttered indoor
environments including shops, malls, and transportation
terminals. The Quadrafield prism glasses/lenses may also
prove usetul for visual search, as objects noticed in the wider
areas covered by the prisms can then be foveated centrally
via a gaze shift.

FIG. 9 depicts an example implementation of Quadrafield
prism glasses 900 including prisms 910, 920, 922, 912, 940,
and 942. The configuration of FIG. 9 is referred to as an
apex-to-apex configuration. The triangles 930A-F adjacent
to each prism depict the direction of the base of each prism
(for example, the base of prism 910 being oriented down like
the corresponding triangle 930A). In the example of FIG. 9,
lens 970 is configured with three prisms 910, 920, and 922.
The two upper prisms 920 and 922 are configured with an
apex-to-apex configuration, so that the apex of prism 922
and the apex of prism 920 are oriented towards each other
as depicted by triangles 930B and C, and the base of prism
922 is also oriented away from the nasal area, while the base
of prism 920 is oriented towards the nasal area. The lower
prism 910 is oriented to have a base down as shown by
triangle 930A. The prisms 912, 940, and 942 at lens 980 may
be configured in a similar way as described with respect to
lens 970.

The visual field shifting effect of FIG. 9 may take place
at almost all lateral gaze positions, including primary gaze,
although at lateral gaze positions one of the prisms of each
eye induces a wider island than the other (for example, on
the side of the gaze direction), and in extreme lateral gaze,
only one peripheral island in the direction of gaze (for
example, left or right) is available. This configuration may
be used by binocular or monocular patients.

The prisms 910, 920, 922, 912, 940, and 942 may be
implemented as multiplexing prisms, although other types of
prisms may be used as well including Fresnel prisms and the
like.

FIG. 10A depicts a plot of a binocular visual field of a
patient with only 20° remaining in horizontal visual field.
The unshaded portion of the plot represents views/images
that can be seen by the patient, and the shaded portions
represent those portions that cannot be perceived by the
patient. The unshaded portions of the plot show the portions
of the patient’s visual field measured with, for example,
kinetic Goldman perimetry, and stimulus Ill4e. FIG. 10B
depicts a plot of the binocular field of the same patient as in
FIG. 10A, but the patient is fitted with the spectacles
including prisms 910, 920, 922, 930, 940, and 942 depicted
at FIG. 9. In the example of FIG. 10B, the patient’s visual
field has been expanded to now include four simultaneous
visual field regions, a central field 1010 with a reduced
vertical dimension and three peripheral extensions 1020,
1030, and 1040. In the example of FIG. 10B, the prisms 910,
920, 922,912, 940, and 942 are implemented as 40A Fresnel
press-on prisms, although other powers and other types of
prisms including the multiplexing prisms may be used as
well.
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FIGS. 11A-C depict images simulating views seen
through the Quadrafield prism glasses disclosed herein. FIG.
11A depicts a view as would be seen by a person with a
normal visual field. FIG. 11B, however, depicts a person
having peripheral field loss. Specifically, the region within
circle 1100 represents the limited view of about 30 degrees
for a person having peripheral field vision loss. The image
within the circle is expanded at 1105 to further illustrate the
limited view of about 30 degrees for a person having
peripheral field vision loss, although the Quadrafield prism
may be used with other degrees of vision loss as well. FIG.
11C shows the person having the 30 degree vision field
wearing the Quadrafield prism glasses configured as
described above with respect to FIG. 9. FIG. 11C shows that
the wearer can now detect obstacles located laterally, such as
the construction barrel 1195 and the person walking with the
white coat 1196, and obstacles located in the inferior visual
field, such as the box 1197 on the ground.

FIG. 12 and FIG. 5 depict a variety of configurations of
the Quadrafield prism glasses. In the examples depicted at
FIG. 12 and FIG. 5, the prisms are fitted in the glasses so that
they affect the upper lateral and lowermost peripheral areas
of the patient’s remaining field to bring objects from the
non-seeing portions of the patient’s periphery onto the
residual functional retina above and below the central field.
Moreover, FIG. 12 and FIG. 5 provide a central portion of
the visual field free from prism effect, thus maintaining
single binocular (or monocular if one eye only is function-
ing) vision.

FIG. 12 depicts a bitemporal configuration. Lens 1290
includes an upper prism 1212 having a base out configura-
tion as shown by triangle 1202B and a lower prism 1210
having a base down as shown by triangle 1201 A. The lower
prism 1214 and upper prism 1216 at lens 1295 is similarly
configured. The apex of each of prisms 1212 and 1216 may
be positioned in line and above the pupil center, although
other positions may be used as well. Specifically, the apex of
each of prisms 1212 and 1216 may substantially align with
the midline of the pupil at primary gaze. The configuration
of prisms 1210-1216 enables multiplexing by shifting and
by superposition of the patient’s visual field. In this
example, the temporal upper prism expanded view of each
eye is seen superimposed on the nasal non-prism view of the
other eye. An advantage of the FIG. 12 design is that it is
easier to fit and does not need the perfect alignment of the
prisms on both eyes, which is hard to achieve and maintain
on the face when glasses move or bend. The design of FIG.
12 may be suitable only for patients with residual vision in
both eyes and substantially symmetrical residual fields on
both sides.

FIG. 5 depicts a base-out configuration. Lens 501 includes
a lower base down prism 510 and an upper base-out prism
520 substantially centered above the pupil of the eye and
substantially extending across the entire upper field of the
patient, although other positions may be used as well. Lens
502 including prisms 512 and 522 may be similarly config-
ured as noted for lens 501. In the design of FIG. 5, the size
of the expansion islands (in primary position of gaze) is, in
some typical configurations, limited to half of the width of
the residual field in the upper segment. In this bilateral
configuration, the width of the expanded field is essentially
doubled. If multiplexing prisms are used, the apical scoto-
mas in the periphery above and below primary gaze can be
eliminated. Like in the bitemporal configuration, exact
alignment of the segments on both lenses is not crucial. This
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configuration is also practical primarily for patients with
vision in both eyes, though the symmetry between the eyes
is less critical.

In an example implementation, a multiplexing prism 100
may be positioned to extend with base close to or above a
bridge of the wearer’s nose (for example, mostly in front of
the seeing eye of someone with only one functional eye) to
provide a multiplexed extended view of a region beyond that
otherwise available in the nasal field. In another example
implementation, one or two lenses structures with one or
more multiplexing prisms 100 placed with base temporally
and position far temporally on the lens provides multiplexed
extended view of a peripheral region beyond that of a normal
visual field. In yet another example implementation, a lens
can include a multiplexing prism positioned substantially
centered above the central portion of a pupil of an eye (when
at primary gaze), and may have a second prism positioned
substantially centered below the central portion of the pupil
of the eye (when at primary gaze). The bases of each prism
can be substantially oriented to one side (as for example, the
blind side of a person with homonymous hemianopia).

Although ordinal numbers such as first, second, and the
like, can, in some situations, relate to an order; as used in this
document ordinal numbers do not necessarily imply an
order. For example, ordinal numbers can be merely used to
distinguish one item from another. For example, to distin-
guish a first event from a second event, but need not imply
any chronological ordering or a fixed reference system (such
that a first event in one paragraph of the description can be
different from a first event in another paragraph of the
description).

The use of the term “view” in the foregoing discussion
and examples of the application of the invention to vision
and vision augmentation are not intend to limit in any way
the applicability of the invention as an optical element in any
optical application for which it may serve.

The foregoing description is intended to illustrate but not
to limit the scope of the invention, which is defined by the
scope of the appended claims. Other implementations are
within the scope of the following claims.

The implementations set forth in the foregoing description
do not represent all implementations consistent with the
subject matter described herein. Instead, they are merely
some examples consistent with aspects related to the
described subject matter. Although a few variations have
been described in detail above, other modifications or addi-
tions are possible. In particular, further features and/or
variations can be provided in addition to those set forth
herein. For example, the implementations described above
can be directed to various combinations and sub-combina-
tions of the disclosed features and/or combinations and
sub-combinations of several further features disclosed
above. Other implementations can be within the scope of the
following claims.

What is claimed:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a vision modification element configured to at least
expand a visual field, the vision modification element
including a plurality of prism portions configured to
shift light passing through the apparatus including
passing through the plurality of prisms portions, and
further including a plurality of portions configured to
pass light substantially unshifted and/or unshifted
through the apparatus, wherein the apparatus combines
the shifted light with the substantially unshifted light
and/or unshifted light passing through the apparatus;
and
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wherein the plurality of prism portions include a first
prism portion and a second prism portion oriented in a
same direction as the first prism portion, the first prism
portion including an apex, the second prism portion
including a base, and the plurality of portions including
a substantially flat portion having a surface adjacent to
the apex of the first prism portion and adjacent to the
base of the second prism portion;

wherein the apparatus is configured to reduce an apical

scotoma of a wearer by at least shifting light from an
apical scotoma region of a visual field and combining
the shifted light with the substantially unshifted and/or
unshifted light in the apical scotoma region of the
visual field.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
portions comprise a plurality of substantially flat portions
configured to pass light unshifted through the apparatus.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of prism
portions and the plurality of portions configured to pass light
are located on a lens of spectacles in a location to expand the
visual field.
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4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of prism
portions and the plurality of portions configured to pass light
are located on a lens of spectacles to shift a view from a
portion of the field of view lacking vision to another portion
having vision and combining shifted and substantially
unshifted light.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus com-
prises at least one lens including the plurality of prism
portions and the plurality of portions.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
plurality of portions is positioned between the base of the
second prism portion and the apex of the first prism portion.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of prism
portions comprise Fresnel prisms.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the base of the first
prism portion is substantially perpendicular to the surface of
the substantially flat portion.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus
includes spectacles for vision modification or wherein the
vision modification element is configured to attach to spec-
tacles for vision modification.
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